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Commissioned by the Mayor of London, Boris Johnson

Behold this new Olympic torch, the flames
that first blazed forth at Greece’s early dawn:
Now give a rousing welcome to these Games,
on London’s riverbanks reborn.

Applaud as rival teams, in sport allied,
march in from the far corners of the earth.
The poet now must emulate their stride
and craft an ode to sporting worth.

A countless throng of watchers will observe
the dazzling relays of the running-teams,
watch rival oarsmen straining every nerve,
and gymnasts on the balance-beams.

The crowds will view with wonder and delight
the rider urge her horse about and back,

the skillful archer draw his bowstring tight,

the lightning bolt around the track.

The drums will volley and the pipes play loud
as tales of victory are daily told;

the stands will echo to the cheering crowd
when victors raise the prize of gold.

Now welcome all to Britain’s sea-girt land:
join London’s Mayor and company within.
To all who strive may fortune lend a hand:

applaud, and let the Games begin!

Composed and translated by Armand D’Angour

10ecBe katvov mvE t0d OAvumikoy,
0 v e&eAdape mpooBe kaO' "EAA&da.
AN NOEwg 0éxeoc0e TaOA
Aovdiviov motapov ma o0x0ac.

vpvette O alyAnv aviimaAwv codpwv,
oTOATOG Yo NAOev €k mepatwv XOovoc:
Kal xon HeYilotalg wd aoldov

apd’ apetalot kO agu’ EAavverv.

nAn0og Oeatwv pveptov oPetat
OQUNV TEEXOVTWYV Kal AlTtaQav Xaotv,
OTOVONV T €QECOOVTWV £TAlQWV
AKQOPATWV TE ODOKOVG TTATOVVTWYV.

Oeaoetal 0¢ Xaouatt ToE0TNV
TelvovTa vevpav, kal modl cwPoovwg
TOV IMMOTNV 0TRéPovTa mMwAov
axoTeQOTNG TE 0éAag Oeovong.

neéPovotl O’ avAol kal TVTTavov BEOUW
TLUTNG PAeyovong mMoAAax ka0 Nuéoav:
OxAog O avoel KaAAlviKe

xovoe aeOA’ eodwv Ppépovtag.

devT alTe YNV &G T vde mMeQloQUTOV-
XQXWV YAQ AyXL Kal meLTavig Pave.
vikn 0'aptotolg atev €0Tw:

VUV KQOTOoG, atha de TtaOA" ayéoOw.

Winners in the Ancient Greek Olympic Games were honoured with Victory Odes, the greatest composer

of which was Pindar (c. 522-443 BC).The tradition was revived at the Athens Olympics of 1896, and again

at Athens in 2004. The Mayor of London commissioned this Ode to be delivered at the Opening Session of
the International Olympic Committee at the London 2012 Olympic Games.



